STALE LEARNING

The stale learning clause, which was approved by the Board in 2014, is now in force.  
It is incorporated into rules 94 to 98 of the Legal Profession Admission Rules 2005 (LPAR).  The LPAR are available on the Board’s website www.lpab.justice.nsw.gov.au under Legislation.  
If you completed an accredited Australian law degree (degree) or the Board’s Diploma-in-Law (diploma), where the date of completion is more than five years prior to your intended date of application for admission as a lawyer, you will need to have your degree or diploma assessed.  
Similarly, if you completed an accredited practical legal training course more than five years prior to your intended date of application for admission, it will need to be assessed.
Calculation of five year period

The first step is to determine whether your qualification is more than five years old and hence requires assessment.  If the final year of enrolment in your degree or diploma falls within the five calendar years preceding the date of application for admission, then your degree/diploma will be regarded as not having gone stale. If you require any assistance in this regard, please contact the Board’s office.
The following flowchart has been designed to assist you in your progress through the assessment process.  Please refer to the commentary below where indicated in the flowchart.

Commentary

* Complete study at university

You may wish to undertake the required study at an accredited Australian university.  If so, you will be required to also have that further study assessed in Form 16 (fee applies).  It is recommended that you submit the Form 16 prospectively, together with official course descriptions, as a way of ensuring that you are enrolling in the correct courses.
♦ Complete study with LPAB

Diploma-in-Law students please note:
If you initially completed the Diploma-in-Law, have had it assessed and are required to undertake further study, and wish to complete that study with the LPAB, you will need to submit an application under Rule 67 of the LPAR in order to gain readmittance to the course.  

University graduates please note:

If you initially completed a law degree, have had it assessed and are required to undertake further study, and wish to complete that study with the Board, you will be required to submit an application for registration as a student-at-law in Form 1.

∆ Practical legal training

Any further practical legal training coursework must be completed at an accredited, New South Wales practical training provider.  Please refer to the Fourth Schedule to the LPAR for a list of NSW accredited courses.
All application forms are available to download from the Board’s website www.lpab.justice.nsw.gov.au.  Corresponding fees are also available on the website. 
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